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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Type of the course: ( x ) Normal    (   )  
Course Title: Accounting Research Methodology
Periodicity:  ( x )  Annual   (  
Academic term: Trimester 
 

WORKLOAD  

Workload: 60-hour course    
Theoretical: 

 (1 credit = WL 15) 
Academic Degree: 
(  )  Master    (   )  PhD   ( x )  
Course Type:  
Master:  (  )  Elective  -   (  x  
 

COURSE INSTRUCTOR   
 
 

AREA OF CONCENTRATION / LINE OF RESEARCH
Research Area: Controllership and Governance
Research Line: Management Control and Performance Evaluation
                        Financial Accounting and 
 

COURSE PURPOSE 
a) Knowledge – provide knowledge about the analytical and methodological tools

enable the students to evaluate, plan and execute research in accounting
b) Skills – develop the technical and personal capacities to act in the academic environment

and 
c) Attitude – motivate students to design and conduct the research project in their 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Types of knowledge, the nature of science and scientific research. The question of objectivity 
and values in science. Scientific method and theory: typology, concepts and conceptual 
system. Theme and research problem. Hypotheses
typologies and utilities. Quantity and quality in scientific research. Planning a survey and 
analysis of quantitative and qualitative data. Writing the research project
 

COURSE CONTENT  
1. Research strategies in social 
2. Design of a scientific research.
3. Research project planning and literature review.
4. Research design: quantitative approach and instruments.
5. Research designs: qualitative approach and instruments.
6. Research project. 
 

METHODOLOGY 
Presentation and discussion of texts, reviews, articles, projects, examples of different 
research designs, dissertations, data collection instruments. Presentation and discussion 
about a research project developed by the students
 

GRADING POLICY  
Participation (10%); debates moderation (20%)
test (20%); presentation of a research project (30%).
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SYLLABUS 
 

) Normal    (   )  Teaching Assistant (TA)     (  )  Thesis/Disserta
Accounting Research Methodology 

 ) Semestral  (   ) Sporadic   

Credits: 4 
Research:  

(1 credit = WL 15) 
Theoretical

(2 credits

)  Master and PhD 

  ) Compulsory Doctorate:  (  x  )  Elective  -   

 

AREA OF CONCENTRATION / LINE OF RESEARCH  
Controllership and Governance  
Management Control and Performance Evaluation  
Financial Accounting and Governance                         

provide knowledge about the analytical and methodological tools
enable the students to evaluate, plan and execute research in accounting

develop the technical and personal capacities to act in the academic environment

motivate students to design and conduct the research project in their 

 
Types of knowledge, the nature of science and scientific research. The question of objectivity 
and values in science. Scientific method and theory: typology, concepts and conceptual 
system. Theme and research problem. Hypotheses and variables. Research designs, 
typologies and utilities. Quantity and quality in scientific research. Planning a survey and 
analysis of quantitative and qualitative data. Writing the research project

Research strategies in social sciences. 
Design of a scientific research. 
Research project planning and literature review. 
Research design: quantitative approach and instruments. 
Research designs: qualitative approach and instruments. 

discussion of texts, reviews, articles, projects, examples of different 
research designs, dissertations, data collection instruments. Presentation and discussion 
about a research project developed by the students. 

ebates moderation (20%); individual and group work (20%)
resentation of a research project (30%).  
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/Dissertation 

Theoretical-empirical: 
edits = WL 30) 

   (     ) Compulsory 

provide knowledge about the analytical and methodological tools that 
enable the students to evaluate, plan and execute research in accounting; 

develop the technical and personal capacities to act in the academic environment; 

motivate students to design and conduct the research project in their area. 

Types of knowledge, the nature of science and scientific research. The question of objectivity 
and values in science. Scientific method and theory: typology, concepts and conceptual 

and variables. Research designs, 
typologies and utilities. Quantity and quality in scientific research. Planning a survey and 
analysis of quantitative and qualitative data. Writing the research project. 

discussion of texts, reviews, articles, projects, examples of different 
research designs, dissertations, data collection instruments. Presentation and discussion 

ndividual and group work (20%); theoretical 
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Social research methods. 5. ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 201

conteúdo. Lisboa: Almedina, 2011. 

COLLIS, J.; HUSSEY, R. Business research: A practical guide for undergraduate and 
. New York: Macmillan International Higher Education

Seven rules for social research. Princeton, Oxford: Princeton University 

Doing research in the real world. 2 ed. London: Sage, 2014

Foundations of behavioral research. Fort Worth, Texas:
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Pesquisa social: métodos e técnicas. 3 ed. São Paulo: Atlas, 1999.
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Estudo de caso: planejamento e métodos. 5 ed. Porto Alegre: Bookman, 2015.
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Como se faz uma tese. 18 ed. São Paulo: Perspectiva, 2003.

Survey research methods. 3 ed. London: Sage Publications, 2001.
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: Oxford University Press, 2016. 
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Macmillan International Higher Education, 2013. 
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Métodos de pesquisa em administração. 7 ed. Porto 
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3 ed. London: Sage Publications, 2001. 
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Paulo: Atlas, 2005. 

MILLER, D. C. Handbook of research designs and social measurement
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Handbook of research designs and social measurement

Beyond method: strategies for social research. London: Sage Publications, 

The comparative method: moving beyond qualitative and quantitative 
Berkeley: University of California Press, 1987. 

Métodos de pesquisa nas relações sociais. 2 

Metodologia da pesquisa-ação. 14 ed. São Paulo: Cortez Editora, 2005.
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Handbook of research designs and social measurement. New York: David 

. London: Sage Publications, 

The comparative method: moving beyond qualitative and quantitative 

 ed. São Paulo: EPU-

ed. São Paulo: Cortez Editora, 2005. 


